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A preliminary study of categorizing expressions
as assessment formats
FANG Di

Abstract This paper investigates categorizing expressions used as assessment format,
aiming to reveal the unique functions of such formats compared with the overwhelming ad-
jective predicate format. Two types of categorizing assessment formats are identified, namely
demonstrative-classifier type (hereafter DC) and interpretive type Chereafter IN). With a
close analysis of the sequential context and production features, it was found that those two
types differ in their motivations as well as interactional functions. While a DC widens the
range of the assessment terms through categorization and thereby serves to resolve the ten-
sion between the pursuit of precision of assessment terms and progressivity of the talk, an
IN triggers explicit or implicit contrast through subjective categorizing so as to display the
speaker’s stance positioning towards the assessable. The functions correspond to their struc-
tural features and status in grammatical levels, and thus enable them to be used in combina-
tion. The paper also reflects on the intrinsic connection between “categorizing” and “assess-
ing”, underscoring the crosslinguistic universal tendency of using categorizing expressions in
service of assessment.

Keywords assessment; categorizing expression; progressivity; stance positioning
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