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Chinese long names and L2 teaching
LIU Tanzhou LIU Yang

Abstract There is a gap in the teaching of long names in international Chinese lan-
guage education, due to the relatively limited research on relevant aspects of the Chinese
language proper. This article attempts to solve this problem. First of all, it defines the
characteristics of long names, and based on extensive corpus observation, explores the in-
ternal compositional types. It is argued that Chinese long names are generated through on-
line combination by juxtaposing and piling up information items together. Previous studies
only recognize the rule of “Analyzing Logically Leftward”, which means the extension of
the headword is narrowed down by its attributive components successively. However,
when the addressee is concerned, each subsequent information item also helps to reduce
the scope of the first attributive component before finally focusing on the rightmost one
(i.e., the headword), a rule which can be termed as “Understanding Rightward”. Of the
two rules, the latter is very helpful for L2 teaching design. In addition, this article also il-
lustrates the cognitive basis and L2 teaching methods for using long names in a concise
manner.

Keywords long name, Analyzing Logically Leftward, Understanding Rightward,
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