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Dramaticity of Onomatopoeic Words: A Dramaturgical Analysis
WAN Quan

Abstract: The present paper studies the consistency between interjections and ideophones from a
dramaticity perspective. In recent years, there have been studies on the dramaticity of Chinese language under
the influence of Western view on drama, and the paper attempts to establish an interactive theoretical
framework for language dramaticity by applying theory of dramaturgy and integrating previous research on
dramaticity of the Chinese language. The study of dramatic expressions in language can focus on the following
three aspects: role-playing, that is, who is being played; impression management, that is, how to use
language to develop a character; and definition of the situation, that is, the context/stage in/on which
language is used. Onomatopoeic words, having these three features, are rich in the function of expressing
dramaticity. The paper demonstrates the explanatory power of the theoretical framework by analyzing five
examples from different genres. From the sociological perspective, the dramaticity of language is not only
shared by all languages, but also coexists with the drama of society.

Key words: interjections, ideophones, prosody, dramaticity, dramaturgy
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