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ZHOU Yikai and LIU Haitao, The characteristics of sentence length in Chinese: On the prevalence of
sentences with two/three minor clauses and four-character dui-speech

Running-on sentences and dui-speech are two unique formats of Chinese sentences. From the storytelling in
Song and Yuan dynasties, Chinese literature has present consistency with the universal distribution pattern of
sentence length in human languages. In Chinese, the frequency of minor clauses’ counts in full sentences
exhibits a rank of ‘2—3—1—4—5—6", whereas in languages like English, German, and Japanese, the rank
is ‘1—2—3—4—5—6". This demonstrates the prevalence of sentences with two or three minor clauses in
Chinese. However, the number of sentences with two or three minor clauses, along with the frequency of four-
character forms, declined significantly in novels produced during the May Fourth Movement period and has been
fluctuating till today. The decline of these distinctive features on sentence length in modern Chinese is closely
related to language contact and language reformation. Via data-driven methods, this study explores the
universality and particularity of Chinese sentence length as well as its historical evolution. The paradigm of
Chinese sentence length helps to precisely describe the evolution of Chinese language, uncover the interactive
pattern between language, people, and society, and leverage the advantages of linguistic research in the era of
digital intelligence.

Keywords: sentence length; running-on sentence; dui-speech; modern Chinese

SUN Hongwei and JIANG Yuting, Functions and properties of gi (E) in Archaic Chinese revisited

The functions and properties of ¢i (F) in Archaic Chinese have long been a subject of debate. This paper
re-examines the functions of gi within the grammatical system of Archaic Chinese and reveals that its primary
role is to denote a wide range of entities including human, objects, and abstract concepts as an anaphora.
Functioning as an attributive, ¢i is mostly restrictive, with only a few instances being descriptive. In addition,
qi can also denote a specific notion or function as a demonstrative. But these functions of ¢i are rarely attested
in Archaic Chinese and emerged much later, presumably as a derivation from its anaphoric use. This study
demonstrates that the anaphoric function of ¢i differs from that of typical third-person pronouns and
demonstrative pronouns. Nevertheless, ¢i is closer in nature to third-person pronouns.

Keywords: ¢i (H:); demonstrative pronoun; third-person pronoun; anaphora; definite reference

ZHANG Fan, Chunking, prosody, and topic-comment structure: A study of Chinese subject-predicate
relation from the perspective of double NP sentences
In Chinese, some “NP

while others cannot. Starting from this phenomenon, the article categorizes Chinese double NP sentences into
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paiem T NP +VP” sentences can be transformed into “NP+NP .. +VP” sentences,



two types: “NP, + NP,+ complex VP” and “NP, + NP, + bare V. This paper systematically examines the
transposed sentence forms, intonation patterns, and syntactic behaviors of these two types of sentences. It is
suggested that the chunking structure, prosodic structure, and syntactic structure of the two types of double NP
sentences exhibit significant differences. However, there is a neat correspondence between the three sub-types
within the same sentence type. Based on the differences between the two types of sentences, this paper argues
that “NP+complex VP” is a topic-comment structure while “NP+bare V” is a subject-predicate structure. The
patient NP can only function as a topic, and the following comment is usually a predicative denoting a state.
Hence it is generally a “complex VP”. Furthermore, this paper argues that the components functioning as
comments in Chinese need to convey sufficient information, which is a prerequisite for the formation of a
complete Chinese sentence.

Keywords: patient; double NP sentence; subject-predicate; topic-comment; information content; sentence

completeness

LAI Weichen, From interrogative pronoun to sentence-final particle: Grammaticalization of [ ma?* ke]
(44) in Danxi Hakka dialect

In Danxi Hakka dialect, the interrogative pronoun [ ma?* ke*] (4 ~,) has grammaticalized into a
sentence-final particle ( SFP) [ ma?® ke] (4 4~,) which expresses refutation or surprise. Its path of
grammaticalization can be described as: interrogative pronoun > sentence-initial quotative negative marker > SKFP
for refutation > SFP for surprise. In biclausal structure *S,, [ma?*” ke*]+S,”, when S, is omitted, the
sentence-initial quotative negative marker [ ma?* ke*] would move to the SFP position of S,, thus forming up a
monoclausal structure ¢ S, +[ ma?* ke]’. S, implies the speaker’s belief p while S, implies the hearer’s belief —p.
Grammaticalization from interrogative pronoun to SFP is rarely reported therefore presents particular typological value.
Such cross-clausal change in the formation of SFP reflects characteristics of clause combination in Chinese.
Keywords: interrogative pronoun; sentence-final particle; grammaticalization caused by cross-clausal change;
[ ma?*” ke] (41); Danxi Hakka dialect

MA Kun and Laurent SAGART, On the split of gi (£8) rhymes in dialects of late Old Chinese
Based on the rthyming behavior of * -up(-s) and * -op(-s), here called gi (%4%), and ¢i,, in eastern and
western odes recorded in the Book of Odes and unearthed materials, this paper discusses their boundaries,
representative characters and path of development in late Old Chinese. Influenced by factors such as the mixing
of departing tone and entering tone, the rhyming behavior of ¢i rhymes exhibits differences from that of the gin
(1%) rhymes. Western dialects demonstrate the inter-rhyming of * -op and * -ok, * -up and * -op, and * -up

and * -u(?) whereas eastern dialects present uncertainties based on available rhyme pairs. In early materials of

£ *

Sino-Tibetan languages, the mixing of * -up and * -up-s as well as * -9p and * -9p-s can be attested. But

this is not demonstrated by the Book of Odes. In both western and eastern dialects, * -up-s is combined with
* -ut-s and * -9p-s is combined with * -ot-s. It can be deduced that the * -p-s > * -t-s change has already
occurred in the period of the Book of Odes before the split between eastern and western dialects. In addition,
the paper offers certain amendation to the reconstructions given by Baxter and Sagart (2014) accordingly.

Keywords: dialects of Old Chinese; ¢i (4%) rhymes; rhyming in the Book of Odes; unearthed materials

SHI Hui, On the derivation of labio-dentals from MC zhi (%) group initials before rounded articulation
in southwest Shandong dialects

In southwest Shandong dialects, MC zhi (1) group initials before rounded articulation have derived into
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