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On the Particle -li in Zhoutun Dialect in Guide County

Qinghai Province: A Future Tense Marker or Else?
ZHOU Chenlei

Abstract In Zhoutun dialect in Guide county Qinghai province the particle -l is
employed in sentences featuring s ‘be’ A ‘have’ and  ¢idn ‘like’
occurring after AdjPs and VPs. When following a VP -li serves to convey future

meaning and functions as a prospective aspect marker rather than a future tense marker in
strict sense. Despite also denoting progressive aspect when employed after a VP -li can
be analyzed as an imperfective marker. However a more comprehensive analysis reveals that
in terms of distribution - li fundamentally operates as a senetence final particle although
in comparison to other final particles  -li exhibits a higher degree of specialization and
fixation. The distinction between descriptive categories and comparative concepts holds
significance in the practices of language description and comparison.

Keywords Zhoutun village in Guide county in Qinghai province Qinlong cluster of

Zhongyuan Mandarin - li future tense prospective aspect particle
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